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Terms Description Extra Information 

LRO  

 

 Stands for Land Registry Office 

 It is a location from where you can register and search official private property records 
using Ontario’s land registration system 

 There are 53 Land Registry Offices in the Province of Ontario. 

To find out the LRO for a particular city, you can use the 
City/Town and LRO Cross Reference list : 

https://www.teranetexpress.ca/content/tvuser/mgs/lroList.html 

PIN 

 

 Stands for Property Identification Number 

 It is a  unique nine-digit number assigned to each property 

 It consists of a five-digit block number and a four-digit property number 

 This identifier is used to access information about a property in the automated system. 

The PIN is found on the Parcel Register. (See example) 

If you want to find the PIN for a property, you can either do a 
search by address or purchase a Search Name Report which 
may provide you with the PIN. 

Instrument Number 

 

 Also known as the Registration or Document Number 

 This number identifies the actual document that was registered against title. 

On a Parcel Register, you will find the documents registered in 
a table with the far left column containing the Instrument 
numbers. (See example) 

Registration Type 

 

The Province of Ontario provides two registration systems under which land can be registered 
and  they are: 

 LT  stands for Land Titles 

o Under the Land Titles System, an owner’s title to property is guaranteed by the 
Province 

 R stands for Registry 

o The Registry system merely provides a filing system for documents relating to a 
particular property, with no guarantee as to ownership. 

The Registration type is found next to the PIN number on a 
Parcel Register.(See example) 

Status 

Indicates the state of the PIN which can be:   

 Active - a property that is “live” in the Land Registration System 

 Inactive - a property that has been retired due to some consolidations with other 
properties or has been split into new properties. 

If the PIN is inactive, a note will be added to the Parcel 
Register.(See example) 

Description Refers to the legal description of a property 
The description of the property is the first line that you will see 
on the Parcel Register. (See example) 

Parcel Register 
Provides the history of the property’s title, including ownership, transfers and encumbrances.  
It is also the official government record for a property. 

You can purchase a parcel register when you do a search by 
address or by PIN.  (See example) 
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